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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Subordinate Clauses : 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 
Overview 

 Build  -  subordinate conjunction + subject + verb 
 Use   -  as adverbs 
 Avoid Problems -  punctuate, distinguish from prepositional phrases, memorize subordinate conjunctions 
 
Pacing 
 For students new to the topic - 2 class periods 

1. Video—How To Build (take notes from the last slide) 
2. Video—How to Use (take notes from the last slide) 
3. Video—How to Avoid Problems (take notes from the last slide) 
4. Print out background information for student reference during practice 
5. Practice Game—Build 
6. Practice Game—Sort or Find 
7. Practice Game—Avoid Problems With 
8. Printout Sentence Activities for further classroom practice 
Follow up with optional assessment activities—Quiz, Paragraph Activities, Composition Activities 

 For students reviewing the topic 
 Select from videos, practice games, and activities as needed to meet the needs of students.  

Standards 
 L.3.1a, L.5.1a Explain parts of speech.    

 L .4.1 a ,   L.4.1e ,   L.5.1a ,    L.7.1a  , *L7.1c ,  L.8.1a ,   L.9-10.1b  Explain and use phrases and clauses. 

Videos, Interactive Practice, and Sentence Activities 

 
Overview  -  Clausetry allows students to practice writing a particular dependent clause through poetry.  In these short 

writing pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of the subordinate clause.  Three 
different poetic forms are suggested.  Includes poetry. 

Evaluate  -  the correct use of subordinate clauses in the paragraph. 
Pacing  -  1.5 class periods or 1 class and 1 homework** period 
Standards 

 W.6-12.3.d Use precise words and phrases, descriptive detail, and sensory language to convey experiences. 

 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

 L.7-8.1a  Explain use of phrases and clauses. 

 L.9-10.1b Use phrases and clauses to convey meanings and add variety. 

Subordinate Clausetry: Narrative Paragraph                                                                                                         

 
Overview  -  Students earn more about Rube Goldberg and his cartoons featuring unnecessarily complex machines.  

Students then select one of the suggested cartoons from the Rube Goldberg website to explain in a paragraph 
while focusing on the use of subordinate conjunctions and clauses to explain the machine. 

Evaluate  -  the correct use of subordinate clauses in the paragraph. 
Pacing - 2 class periods, or 1 class and 2 homework** periods 
Standards 

 W.6-12.2a Introduce the topic, organize ideas, and include formatting. 

 W6-12.2b Develop topic with relevant information and examples. 

 W.6-12.7 Conduct short research projects to answer focused question. 

 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

 L.7-8.1a  Explain use of phrases and clauses. 

 L.9-10.1b Use phrases and clauses to convey meanings and add variety. 

Rube Goldberg: Explanatory Paragraph 
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* Progressive skill - those standards which are likely to require continued attention in higher grades. 
**Homework period is assumed to be 1/2 the length of class time. 

Subordinate Clauses : 
Overview , Pacing, and Standards 

 

 
Overview  -  After researching and explaining one 

of Rube Goldberg's machines in the paragraph activities for this module.  Students go on to draw a cartoon of their 
own Rube Goldberg machine and write a multi-paragraph explanation of its operation using at least six 
subordinate clauses.  Includes graphic design and layout.  Includes diagramming and labeling. 

Pacing -  3 class periods, or 1 class and 3 homework** periods  (cut class time in half by doing Rube Goldberg 
paragraph first) 

Evaluate  - overall graphic design, clarity of diagram, and correct use of subordinate clauses in the composition 
Standards 

 W.6-12.2a Introduce the topic, organize ideas, and include formatting. 

 W6-12.2b Develop topic with relevant information and examples. 

 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

 L.9-10.1b Use phrases and clauses to convey meanings and add variety. 

 RI.6-12.7 Integrate information presented in different media and formats to develop understanding. 

Create Your Own Rube Goldberg Machine: Explanatory  Composition                                                       

 
Overview  -  A listicle, a popular format in journalism, presents facts about an object in ranked order.  Students learn 

the principles of creating a listicle and then proceed to create a ranked list of the top five subordinate 
conjunctions.  As a part of the task, students will research the definitions and origins of the subordinate 
conjunctions. Includes modern editorial formats and graphic design. Includes vocabulary analysis. 

Evaluate  - the overall graphic layout of the listicle and review the criteria for ranking along with how top five fit those 
criteria. 

Pacing  -  3 class periods, or 1 class and 3 homework** periods 
Standards 

 W.6-12.2a Introduce the topic, organize ideas, and include formatting. 

 W6-12.2b Develop topic with relevant information and examples. 

 W.6-12.10 Write routinely over short periods for a range of tasks and purposes. 

 L.6-12.4c Consult reference materials to determine precise meaning. 

 L.9-10.1b Use phrases and clauses to convey meanings and add variety. 

Top Five Subordinate Conjunctions Listicle: Informative Composition 

 
Here are some units of instruction that include subordinate clauses to  accomplish holistic writing objectives. 

     Use Clauses for Effect 

 Sequence—Subordinate Clauses, Relative Clauses, and Noun Clauses 

 Assessment—Take one of the composition activities from these topics and extend the requirements to include at least 
two instances of each type of clause in the composition. 

      Add Descriptive Detail with Adverbs 

 Sequence—Subordinate Clauses and All Adverbs 

 Assessment—Take one of the composition activities from these topics and extend the requirements to include at least 
one instance of each type of adverb in the composition. 

     Vary Sentence Beginnings  

 Sequence—Subordinate Clauses and Subjects 

 Assessment—Take one of the composition activities from these topics and extend the requirements to include at least 
beginning at least six sentences with an adverb subordinate clause. 

 3 Tips To Make Your Writing Look Smarter 

 Sequence—Subordinate Clauses, Appositives, and Subjects 

 Assessment -Take any paragraph previously written by a student and ask them to add two subordinate clauses, two 
sentences where the subject is not at the beginning of the sentence, and one appositive. 

Units with Subordinate Clauses 


