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Relative Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Biography: Narrative 
Practice using relative clauses by writing a biography paragraph about a classmate, friend, or relative. 
 

To begin prewriting, students interview another person to get his or her basic biographical facts.  Interview 
questions should be general (not too personal) and easy to answer.  Some possibilities are listed below. 
      Who do you live with?  How old are you?  What do you parents do for a living?   What city were you born in? 
      Do you have any siblings? What are their names and ages? What schools do they attend? 
      What school did you go to before this one? Do you have any pets? What type of pet? 
      What are your hobbies? How long have you lived in your house?  Where did you move from? 
  

To finish pre-writing, students write six nouns that relate to their subject and then add a relative clause to describe 
each one.   Examples are given below for a subject named Jack. 
       relative pronouns:    that        which           who            whom          whose          where 
  

  house which they have lived in for two years  dog which is named Gaspar 
  Phoenix where he was born    Jack whose favorite hobby is chess 
  mother who is a grocery store clerk   school that he attended last year  

  
noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

noun: __________________ relative clause: ________________________________________________________ 

 
As a final product, students write a draft biographical paragraph.   The paragraph should include at least three 
relative clauses with three different relative pronouns.  Underline the clauses. 
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Relative Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Relative Clausetry: Narrative 

Clausetry allows students to practice writing a particular dependent clause through poetry.  In these short 
writing pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of relative clauses.  Two different 
forms are suggested below.  For both of them, remember the clause structure. 
 

    relative clause = relative pronoun + subject + verb + optional complements and modifiers.   
                         relative pronouns:  that      which           who            whom          whose          where 
 

Example One:  Use a piece of art as inspiration.  Look closely at the art.  Notice shapes, colors, lines, and 
space around the elements.  After examining the artwork closely, students choose four to six nouns 
(elements) depicted in the artwork.  Each line of poetry will begin with a noun followed by a relative clause 
that describes a detail about that noun.  Students should use specific, detailed vocabulary to describe the 
elements.   

Landscape with the Fall of Icarus (Painting by Pieter Bruegel) 
 

A farmer who, missing the action, intently carves deep furrows into the soil  
A shepherd who, standing cross-legged with his dog, gazes upwards at the fleeting spark 
A sailor who, climbing the rigging, pauses to observe the distant splash 
An angler who, pointing with his rod, signals the disaster 
A youth who, flying too close to the sun, disappears head first into the sea of his hubris 

 

                                                                                    Sonia Remick 

Other Possible Artworks 

Jardin a Sainte Adresse (Painting by Claude Monet) 
Spoonbridge and Cherry (Sculpture by Claes Oldenburg, Coosje van Bruggen) 
Cloud Gate (Sculpture by Anish Kapoor) 
The Son of Man (Painting by Rene Magritte) 
The Railway (Painting by Edouard Manet) 
Mont Sainte Victoire (Painting by Paul Cezanne) 

Example Two:  Use a person in your life as inspiration.  Students should choose four to six things or 
characteristics that they associate with the person.  Think of reasons why these things or characteristics are 
associated with the person.  Each line of poetry will begin with the noun (thing or characteristic) followed by 
a relative clause that describes a detail about that noun.  Challenge students to use specific, detailed 
vocabulary to describe the elements.   

Myself, Not a Pretty Picture 
 

Hair which is graying in skunk-like streaks 
Shirt which is perpetually splattered with coffee 
Waistband which has been elasticized and supersized  
Frankness that alternately delights and dismays its audience 
Humor that thinly masks the frustration of watching the wheel being invented time after time  
Wisdom which is a non-transferrable coupon to be redeemed only after the product’s expiration date  

                                                                                         Sonia Remick 


