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Participial Phrases: Composition Activities 

The Scene: Narrative 
A narrative (short story, novel, etc.) can be broken into two general types of writing, expository and 
dramatic.  In exposition, the author summarizes events or background information whereas in drama the 
author relates an event as if it is happening right now.  For example, an author might use exposition to 
describe a character’s life during the previous summer and then use drama to relate an event taking place 
on the first day of school.  Expository writing gives the reader all the information which they need to 
understand the drama.  Dramatic writing puts the reader into the story and makes the reader feel what a 
character is feeling.   
 
Drama is split into units called the scene and the sequel.    

In any scene, there are three essential elements: a goal, a conflict, and a disaster.  A character must have a 
reason to be in the scene.  He or she must hope that something will happen as a result of the scene; that is the 
goal of the scene.  For a scene to be interesting, something has to get in the way of the character’s goal.   A 
conflict is whatever prevents a character from getting what he or she wants.  Finally, to keep the narrative 
going the character must fail to meet their goal.  Only at the end of a plot can a character get what they want.   
 
The sequel is what happens right after the disaster.  It also has three parts: a reaction, a dilemma, and a 
decision.  The character first reacts to not getting his goal; he or she has an emotional response to the 
disaster.  In the dilemma phase, the character is left with a decision to make between options that he or she 
doesn’t like.  It is not an easy choice, and there is no perfect solution.  In the last section of the sequel, the 
character makes a choice for better or for worse.  This leads to another scene where the character has a goal. 

 
With this basic structure in mind, students will write one scene in the context of a larger narrative.  To ease 
students into the process, they will watch a scene from a movie and then write it.  Students will use the 
events, characters, setting, and even some dialogue from the movie scene.  These elements will form the 
outline of their written scene.   
 
After the first viewing of the scene, students write a basic plot chart to put the events of the scene in order.  
Students should also record the main character’s goal, conflict, and disaster.  While they are watching the 
scene for the second time, students take notes on the following visual elements. 
 How do the characters visually react to each other?  When do they look up or reach out or smile?  What 

emotions do the characters express?  Are the emotions reflected in their faces? 
 Describe the setting?  What are its colors?  What mood does it create?  Do the characters interact with 

the setting?  Do the characters react to the weather, a piece of furniture, a phone ringing? 
 
Now it is time to write the scene.  Students will write a multi-paragraph scene which is a written version of 
the movie scene.  Students should incorporate dialogue and vividly descriptive language that puts the reader 
right in the middle of the action.  The reader should feel whatever the main character in the scene is feeling.  
As part of this descriptive writing, students should include at least four participial phrases to describe 
nouns.  Advanced students may attempt a scene from there own imagination or they may write the sequel 
to the movie scene. 

Some movie scene suggestions 
 
 Cinderella (any version) —stepmother preventing Cinderella from attending the ball 
 Jane Austen’s Emma (any version or updated version) - Mr. Elton proposing to Emma 
 Star Wars IV—Luke, Han, Leia, and Obi wan arrive at Alderan and their ship is captured by the Empire 
 Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone—Harry, Ron, and Hermoine play wizards chess to retrieve the stone 


