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*An independent clause has a subject and a predicate that form a complete thought and can be a sentence.    
           e.g.   the morning news was on the television 
** A dependent clause has a subject and a verb that do not form a complete thought and cannot be a sentence.    
           e.g.   while the morning news was on the television 

 

The simple sentence has ONE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE* with NO DEPENDENT CLAUSES** (subordinate or 
relative).   The simple sentence may have compound subjects and or compound verbs. 

 

                                                                S                 V 
Before the pet show, the groomer shaved our poodle’s face and neck. 
 
                                                   V                                            S 
In her dressing room hung a beautiful ball gown made of silk. 
 
                    S                             S          V                                                                  V 
Both opossums and skunks are nocturnal animals and can pretend to be dead as a defense. 

Simple Sentences 

 

The complex sentence has ONE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE* and AT LEAST ONE DEPENDENT CLAUSE** 
(subordinate or relative).    

 

                               dependent                                                                    independent 
Before our poodle entered the pet show, the groomer shaved its face and neck. 
 
                                          independent                                                                                                  dependent 
In her dressing room hung the beautiful ball gown made of silk which she couldn’t wait to try on. 
 
         independent                                   dependent                                independent (cont.)                        dependent 
Opossums and skunks, which are both nocturnal, can pretend to be dead if they are threatened. 

Complex Sentences 

 

The compound sentence has AT LEAST TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES* and NO DEPENDENT CLAUSES** 
(subordinate or relative).   The independent clauses are joined by a comma and a coordinating conjunction.  
Short, closely-related independent clauses may be joined by a semi colon. 
 

 

                             independent                                                                         independent 
We wanted our poodle to win the pet show, so the groomer shaved its face and neck. 
   
                           independent                                                                      independent 
In her dressing room hung a beautiful ball gown; it was made of the finest silk 
 
                          independent                                                                         independent                                                    independent 
Opossums and skunks are dangerous animals, they can bite and scratch people, and the skunk can 
spray 

Compound Sentences 

 

The compound-complex sentence has AT LEAST TWO INDEPENDENT CLAUSES* and AT LEAST ONE 
DEPENDENT CLAUSE** (subordinate or relative).    

 
                          independent                                                             dependent                                                   independent 

In her dressing room hung a beautiful ball gown which was made of silk, and she couldn’t wait to try it on. 

Compound—Complex Sentences 
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We want a movie with a happy ending. 

Even though snow is in the forecast, the game will be played. 

Having a nasty cold is miserable, and it can result in complications like a sinus infection. 

Broken Sentences 

FRAGMENT  
(not enough pieces to make one independent) 

RUN-ON 
(too many independents without proper punctuation) 

missing both 
subj and pred 

down the lane and around the corner 
conjunction 
but no comma  

Bob taught the class and his students 
learned. 

 

Beyond the fence lurked a wolf but the 
fence was too high to leap over. 

missing subj has dark circles under his eyes 

missing pred a long life filled with joy 
comma but no 
conjunction 
(comma splice)  

Bob taught the class, his students 
learned. 

 

Beyond the fence lurked a wolf, the 
fence was too high to leap over.    

missing com-
plete thought 

since he won’t leave the party 

Fixed Sentences 

He walked down the lane and around the corner. 
The surgeon has dark circles under his eyes. 
A long life filled with joy is their greatest wish. 
Since he won’t leave the party, we are stuck. 

Bob taught the class, and his students learned. 
Bob taught the class; his students learned. 
Beyond the fence lurked a wolf, but the fence was too 

high to leap over.    

 

Sentences can be used to state information.  These are called DECLARATIVE sentences. 
Sentences can be used to ask questions.  These are called INTERROGATIVE sentences. 
Sentences can be used to make a request or command.  These are called IMPERATIVE sentences. 
Sentences can be used to express great emotion.  These are called EXCLAMATORY sentences. 

How Sentences Are Used 

Can we see a movie with a happy ending this time? 

Will the game be played even though snow is in the forecast? 

How miserable can a cold be, and what are the possible complications from one? 

Please make a movie with a happy ending. 

Play the game even though it is snowing. 

Wash your hands to prevent a cold, and see a doctor to prevent complications from a cold. 

The happy ending of that movie caused me to weep with joy! 

The game is continuing even though there is nearly six inches of snow on the field! 

This is an horrible, miserable cold, and now I have a complication, a sinus infection! 


