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Subordinate Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Rube Goldberg: Explanatory 
Rube Goldberg was a cartoonist who was popular in the 1930s for drawing unnecessarily complex machines to do very 
simple tasks.   His cartoons became so famous that his name is now listed as an adjective in Webster’s New World 
Dictionary.  Enter his name at www.merrriam-webster.com/dictionary to see the definition. 
 

For more background and to see his cartoons, visit the Rube Goldberg website.  The cartoons listed below would be 
particularly suited to this writing assignment. 
     

   www.rubegoldberg.com  —> select GALLERY —> select HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES —> select AROUND THE HOUSE 
                 Simple Fly Swatter, Simple Lawn Sprinkler, Self-Watering Palm Tree 
 

For further background, view a video from the GALLERY.  These videos are real-life Rube Goldberg machines that were 
built for the various competitions.   The ones listed below could be used in this writing assignment. 
 

      Sesame Street (Watering a Plant), Wash U (Hit Nail with Hammer),  Kimberly High School (Hit Nail with Hammer) 
 

To begin, select one cartoon or video to write about.  On a separate sheet of paper, students make a cause and 
effect chain like the one below for the machine.  To make the assignment manageable for more complex machines, just 
choose the last section of the machine to write about. 

Tire rolls, knocks down 
pole 

ball on tether is 
released, unwinds 
around pole, knocks 
over plastic cups Rake is released,... 

To finish pre-writing,  students will make five statements about a step or steps in the machine using subordinate 
clauses.  Students should have at least one statement from each category.  Here are some words to start subordinate 
clauses in each category and  example statements.    
 

state a contrast        state a reason  indicate a place         indicate a time  
although              because once  where          while until 
even though        since             now that wherever         when before 
than         so that                     after as soon as  

      

   Ex. When the tire rolls, it knocks over the pole. 
   Ex. The pole falls so that a ball that is tied to a string is released. 
 

1.___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

As a final product, students write a draft paragraph which explains all the steps (or subset of steps) in the machine.   
The paragraph should include at least four subordinate clauses.  Underline the subordinate clauses.   
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Subordinate Clauses: Paragraph Activities 

Subordinate Clausetry: Narrative 

Clausetry allows students to practice writing a particular dependent clause through poetry.  In these short 
writing pieces, students will experiment with and explore the possibilities of the subordinate clause.  Three 
different forms are suggested below.  For all of them, remember the clause structure and have a list of 
subordinate conjunctions available for inspiration. 
 

    subordinate clause = subordinate conjunction + subject + verb + optional complements and modifiers.   
 
Example One:  Imagine a scene with one dramatic verb.  Develop at least four lines of poetry where each line 
begins with the verb and ends with a subordinate clause that describes the action.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Two:  Students choose one subordinate conjunction as inspiration for a poem.   Add the missing 
elements to create four clauses.  Then pair those clauses with verbs that they modify. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example Three: Use this example to experiment with the conditional nature of adverbs.  In the sample, each 
line adds a subordinate clause that states the conditions under which the kid can or can’t.  Students will 
choose a subject/verb combination to put conditions on.  

Screamed as soon as she saw the tiny red eyes 
Screamed because it had huge fangs 
Screamed until her husband arrived with a broom 
Screamed when  it streaked past the broom into the living room 

 

                                                                                    Sonia Remick 

Bestow even if you are lacking  
Reconcile even if  you are still angry 
Venture even if you are not certain 
Contemplate even if you are busy 
                                                 

   Sonia Remick 

A Parent’s Defense 
 

When you are older, you can. 
Because you are too young, you can’t. 
As long as you finish your homework, you can. 
Since we are out of time, you can’t. 
After you do your chores, you can. 
After you pulled that stunt, you can’t. 

      

     Sonia Remick 

Other Possibilities 

Verbs: ran, battled, 
argued, laughed, danced 

Other Possibilities 

Subordinate conjunctions:  

if, because, as long as, so that 

Other Possibilities 

Subject/verb combinations:  

you will, you won’t 

cat purrs 

love fades, love grows 

things change 

it begins, it ends 


