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Sentences have two parts, the subject and the predicate.  The subject is who or what the sentence is 
about (the NAMING part).  The main noun or pronoun is called the simple subject.  The simple subject 
together with words that describe and identify it form the complete subject. The predicate tells 
something about the subject (the TELLING part).  The verb of the sentence is called the simple predicate.  
The verb together with words that modify and complete it form the complete predicate.   

Subjects & Predicates 

           V                                             S 
In her dressing room hung a beautiful ball gown made of silk. 
 
     V          S 
There are many of her friends at the dance. 
 
 V                 S 
Here is the building that I was telling you about. 

S       V 
I found the watch that you lost. 
 
                    S                             S          V                                                                  V 
Both opossums and skunks are nocturnal animals and can pretend to be dead as a defense. 
 
                                 S                                           V 
The majestic elm with feathered branches shaded the park bench where we ate our lunch. 

         S                   V 
Before the pet show, the groomer will shave our poodle’s face and neck. 
 
                                   S                 V 
To determine the number of eggs, the biologist focused her binoculars on the nest. 
 
    S                 V 
Now, we must tie up the boat so that it does not drift. 

Predicates 
tells something about the subject 

buried 
to hide it from the police, buried the 

gold in the forest 

will be the president someday will be 

Subjects 
who or what the sentence is about 

Jill Jill, my sister 

Someone who knows how to climb someone 

two screeching parrots with green 
feathers parrots 

did escape from the yard while you 
were at the market did  

 

Sentences can be arranged with the subject at the beginning of the predicate, in the middle of the 
predicate, or at the end of the predicate. 
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Interrogative sentences (questions) can invert the subject and predicate order.  One way to correctly 
determine the subject in an interrogative sentence is to change the question into a statement.  The 
statement may sound awkward, but it  will help you to identify who or what the sentence is about. 
 

  Which picture should I take to the passport office?   
   change from a question to a statement 

  I should take which picture to the passport office. 
   now it is easy to see that “I” is the subject 

 
The subject of an interrogative sentence might be an interrogative pronoun itself.  In this case, the 
statement is the same as the question.  When interrogative pronouns are included in a question but not 
as the subject, make a statement to see what the subject is. 
 

  Who will be attending the wedding? 
   the statement is the same as the question 

  Who will be attending the wedding. 
   who is an interrogative pronoun working as the subject of the sentence 
 

  What does she want from me? 
   change from a question into a statement 

  She does want what from me. 
   now it is easy to see that “SHE” is the subject 

Questions  

 

Imperative sentences (commands and requests) have an invisible subject known as understood [YOU].   
 

  Please continue even though it is raining.  
   really means 

  [YOU] please continue even though it is raining. 
   the subject is understood to be [YOU] even though we do not explicitly include it 
 

  Before eating dinner, wash your hands. 
   really means 

   Before eating dinner,  [YOU] wash your hands. 
   the subject is understood to be [YOU] even though we do not explicitly include it 

Commands & Requests 

                 V                                              S 
What are the possible complications from a cold? 
                    
      V        S                                                   V 
Have both of the champions agreed to compete.  
 
       S              V 
What is happening tonight? 

       S         V           
[YOU] See your doctor as soon as possible. 
                    
      S             V             V                     V 
[YOU] Lather, rinse, and repeat. 


