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Subordinate 
conjunction 

Subject 
(optional modifiers) 

Verb 
(optional complements & modifiers) 

since her suitcase was packed yesterday 

until the game  

   has a toothache 

so that Mrs. Orloff  

  ruined Janelle’s shiny black boots 

while  is being fixed 

before  wrestles the parrot 

Fill in the missing parts to create subordinate clauses.  The first one is already complete. 

Add subordinate clauses to describe the verb in these sentences.  Use the ones above or write new ones. 
 

1)   _________________________________________  there are many other tasks to do. 

2)   The result cannot be known_______________________________________________. 

3)   A meeting must be rescheduled  _______________________________________. 

4) __________________________________ they can still be friends. 

5) __________________________________ recovering the missing items will be difficult. 

6) A new one can be installed ________________________________ 

7) Underline the verb that the subordinate clause is modifying in #s 1-6. 

8) Place a comma where it is needed in #s 1-6. 

9)  because of the fire ___________________________________________________________ 

10)  after doing her homework  ____________________________________________________ 

11) before the symphony   _______________________________________________________ 

12) as a pizza  ________________________________________________________________ 

Change these prepositional phrases into subordinate clauses.  You will need to add and/or change some 
words to make sure there is a subject and verb in the subordinate clause. 
 

     Ex:  until Tuesday      until she arrives on Tuesday__ 
     Ex:  since the game     ______since the game was over_____ 
     Ex:  during dinner ____while they ate dinner________ 
     Ex: before going to bed ____before he went to bed___ 
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Related FIND Activity:  On a blank piece of paper make a three column chart with the headings: 
subordinate conjunction, verb modified, and question answered.  Launch the FIND activity.   As each 
subordinate clause is found, record the subordinate conjunction that begins the clause in the left most 
column.  In the middle column, record the verb in the main clause that is modified by the subordinate 
clause.  In the last column, record which of the adverb questions the clause answers about the verb. 
 
How?    When?  Where?  Why?   Under what circumstances?   
In what manner?  How similar?   How different?  To what extent? 

14. Circle word(s) that can function as a subordinate conjunction.  Cross out words that are not subordinate 
conjunctions. 

somewhere because even though  whereas  once  without 

during  as  then   wherever  than  before 

because of so  though  although  when  so that  

since  while  together  which   if  for 

unless  until  as much as  where   with  beside 

 

is  
swimming 

while the 

surf is calm 

 

 

 

 

should 
close 

 

 

 

before the 
lizard  

escapes 

13. Modify the verbs with subordinate clauses. 
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somewhere because even though  whereas  once  without 

during  as  then   wherever  than  before 

because of so  though  although  when  so that  

since  while  together  which   if  for 

unless  until  as much as  where   with  beside 

Answers 
 

Missing Parts Table) Answers will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

since her suitcase was packed yesterday  so that Mrs. Orloff can go to the movie 

until the game ends     even though Joe ruined Janelle’s shiny black boots 

as long as the zoo’s panda has a toothache  while the tennis racquet is being fixed 

       before  she wrestles the parrot 

 
Answers will for #s 1-6 will vary.  Here are some possible completions. 

1) As long as the zoo’s panda has a toothache, there are many other tasks to do. 

2)  The results cannot be known until the game ends. 

3)  A meeting must be rescheduled so that Mrs. Orloff can go to the movie. 

4)  Even though Joe ruined Janelle’s shiny black boots, they can still be friends. 

5)  Before she wrestles the parrot, recovering the missing items will be difficult. 

6)  A new one can be installed while the tennis racquet is being fixed. 

7) #1 underline ARE, #2 underline CAN BE KNOWN, #3 underline MUST BE RESCHEDULED, #4 underline CAN BE,  

     #5 underline WILL BE, #6 underline CAN BE INSTALLED   

8) #s 1, 4, and 5 require a comma after the opening subordinate clause,   #s 2, 3, and 6 do not require commas  

 

Answers will for #s 19-13 will vary.  Here are some possible completions.   

9) because the fire continued to burn      

10) after she did her homework 

11) before the symphony began 

12) as a pizza was delivered to the house 

 

13) before the lizard escapes   while the surf is calm  

       when the tourists leave   as long as she does not see a shark 

       so that the house stays warm  although the current is strong 

       because they are losing money  unless the swim meet is cancelled 


