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Prepositional Phrases: Composition Activities 

Myth Busters, Ending with a Preposition:  Informative 
A common usage rule associated with prepositions is that you should never end a sentence with them.  This is simply 
not true.  There are many cases where it is perfectly acceptable and even preferable to arrange the sentence with the 
preposition at the end.  Some are listed in on the left side of the table below.  On the right side is a rewording with the 
preposition moved from the end of the sentence.  If the rewording makes the sentence less clear or awkward, then it 
should not be used. 

This myth is a leftover from the 18th century when authors and scholars were learning Latin grammar and trying to apply its 
rules to English.  In Latin, a rule held that you should never end a sentence with a “weak” word like a preposition, so 
actually, even in Latin, it was a rhetoric rule not a grammar rule, and in English it just doesn't work at all.  

Phrasal Verbs (verbs that combine a verb with prepositions to create a new meaning)  
can sometimes push a preposition to the end. 

This is the sort of shenanigans that I cannot put up with. This is the sort of shenanigans up with which I cannot put. 
This is the sort of shenanigans that I cannot tolerate. 

Power up the computer and then log in. Press the button to initiate electrical power and load the 
operating system on your computer and then choose to enter 
your account information to view your personal files. 

The meeting ran over. The meeting lasted longer than its allotted time. 

Questions and other situations can naturally push the preposition to the end. 

What did you ride on? On what did you ride? 

Where did that money come from? From where did that money come? 

I hate the very quality that he is admired for. I hate the very quality for which he is admired. 

A preposition is not a bad word to end a sentence with. A preposition is not a bad word with which to end a sentence. 

Prepositions that are functioning as stand-alone adverbs can sometimes end a sentence. 

The astronomers looked up. Up is where the astronomers looked. 

The coin fell out. Out is where the coin fell. 

The cat is outside. Outside is where the cat is. 

Some Phrasal Verbs (verbs that combine a verb with prepositions to create a new meaning) and Their Meanings 
ask out (invite on a date)   get back at (retaliate, take revenge)  take off (start to fly) 
blow up (explode)   hang up (end a phone call)    think back (remember) 
break up (end a relationship)  look after (take care of)    turn down (refuse) 
cheer up (become happier)  put up with (tolerate)    turn on (start the energy) 
cross out (draw a line through)  pass away (die)     turn up ( increase volume) 
cut back on (consume less)  run over (go past a time limit)   use up (finish the supply) 
do away with (kill)   shop around (compare prices)   wear off (fade away) 
 

These are just a few of the many phrasal verbs in English.  If there is a simple one word synonym, then it might be preferable to use 
that.  However, some phrasal verbs like “log in” have no good replacement and are acceptable to use in formal writing.  

Students will write one paragraph that contains at least three sentences that end in prepositions.  Begin by choosing 
one of the phrasal verbs in the box above and use it as the inspiration for the paragraph’s topic.  Choosing “break up” 
might lead to a narrative paragraph about a relationship, or it might lead to an advice paragraph about how to cope 
with a break up.  Then, refer to the table to get other ideas about how to create sentences that end in prepositions.  
After completing the first paragraph, students then rewrite that paragraph without any sentences that end in 
prepositions.   In the third paragraph, discuss which is better and why. 

Discuss the differences between the sentences on the left and right.  Which one is clearer?  Which ones sound old-
fashioned?  Notice that sometimes you can use a synonym to remove a phrasal verb at the end and sometimes you 
have to reorder the sentence to move the preposition from the end.  Look at the phrasal verbs below.  Which ones 
have synonyms that are not phrasal verbs and which ones don’t? 


