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Predicates: Composition Activities 

Sampling of Muhammad Ali’s Famous Sayings (students may research additional quotes) 

 "To make America the greatest is my goal, so I beat the Russian and I beat the Pole.” 

 "And for the USA won the medal of gold. The Greeks said you're better than the Cassius of old." 

 “Float like a butterfly sting like a bee - his hands can't hit what his eyes can't see." 

 “I am The Greatest."  

 "I'm so fast that last night I turned off the light switch in my hotel room and was in bed before the room was 
dark." 

 "Joe Frazier is so ugly that when he cries, the tears turn around and go down the back of his head,"  

 "It will be a Killer, and a chiller, and a thriller. When I get the gorilla in Manila." 

 "I always bring out the best in men I fight, but Joe Frazier, I'll tell the world right now, brings out the best in me. 

 “I am the greatest, I said that even before I knew I was.” 

 “I done wrestled with an alligator, I done tussled with a whale; handcuffed lightning, thrown thunder in jail; only 
last week, I murdered a rock, injured a stone, hospitalized a brick; I'm so mean I make medicine sick. 

 “If my mind can conceive it, and my heart can believe it - then I can achieve it.”   

 “There are no pleasures in a fight but some of my fights have been a pleasure to win.“ 

Muhammad Ali, Poet or Promoter: Argument 
 

The famous pugilist, Muhammad Ali, is often remembered as much for his words as for his punches.  Students will 
write a short argument taking a position on the question, “Should Muhammad Ali be considered a poet or a 
promoter?”  Begin with a some short background material on Muhammad Ali’s life at his official website.  Watch the 
tribute video to preview his sayings and briefly view the interactive timeline to recap the basic events of his life.  When 
watching the video, be sure to point out that Muhammad Ali did not rap to music; he spoke his sayings without a 
background beat. 
 

Next, students will use definitions of poetry and promotion as the basis for analyzing whether Ali’s sayings are poetry 
or promotion.  Students may also include information from his life to support their reasoning.  After determining their 
position, reasoning, and evidence students will organize the information into an argument.  The first step in organizing 
is making a list of the jobs that the argument must accomplish. 
 

1. Clearly state a position, poet or promoter. 
2. Summarize briefly the background of the issue. 
3. Explicitly explain the steps of each reason in favor of your position. 
4. Demonstrate the correctness of your reasons by citing specific evidence. 
5. Describe the relevance of this issue and your position to today’s audience. 

 

There is no one correct way to organize the argument.  What is important is that it is organized.  Decide the order in 

which you are going to do these jobs and write an outline on the back of this sheet.  A traditional scheme would start 

with background followed by position, reasoning and evidence, and relevance.  Alternately, capture the reader’s 

attention by starting with relevance, or showcase your proof by starting with the reasoning and lead to the position.  

After completing the outline, turn your outline into a draft.  Remember your outline establishes order not paragraphs.  

Wait until you begin writing to decide paragraphing.  As long as you clearly define what is being communicated in a 

paragraph it will be cohesive. 
 

 Poetry (Oxford English Dictionary Online) - Literary work in which special intensity is given to the expression of feelings and 
ideas by the use of distinctive style and rhythm 

 Poetry (Merriam Webster Online) - writing that formulates a concentrated imaginative awareness of experience in language 
chosen and arranged to create a specific emotional response through meaning, sound, and rhythm  

 Promotion (Oxford English Dictionary Online) - The publicizing of a product, organization, or venture so as to increase sales or 
public awareness. 

 Promotion (Merriam Webster Online) - something (such as advertising) that is done to make people aware of something and 
increase its sales or popularity 

 Poetry as defined by S.T. Coleridge - “The best words in the best order.” 

 Poetry as defined by William Wordsworth—”Poetry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings: it takes its origin from 
emotion recollected in tranquility.”  

 Poetry as defined by Robert Frost—”There are three things, after all, that a poem must reach: the eye, the ear, and what we 
may call the heart or the mind. It is most important of all to reach the heart of the reader.” 

http://www.ali.com/index.php

