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Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns.  Adjectives answer these questions about nouns. 
  WHAT KIND?      HOW MANY?    WHOSE?      WHICH? 
 *what kind? - refers to describing the noun (size, color, movement, activity, material, etc.) 

Adjectives 

 

Placement—Adjectives surround the noun that they modify and are placed before or after it.  Relative 
clauses always appear after the noun. 
 
Punctuation—Adjectives sometimes require commas to separate them from each other or from the rest of 
the sentence. 

Coordinate adjectives require a comma in between them.         eg. rough, narrow road 
*Adjectives are coordinate if they can be rearranged and the conjunction “and” can be placed between them. 

Phrases and clauses that are unnecessary to identify the noun should be separated from the sentence by 
commas.     e.g  Jan, whom I met yesterday, will be my partner. 

* Prepositional and infinitive phrases very rarely need commas when used as adjectives.  They usually identify the noun. 
 

Order  - When stacking up adjectives before or after the noun, follow this general order. 
                               HOW MANY—> WHICH —> WHOSE —> WHAT KIND 
When ordering several WHAT KIND (descriptive adjectives), follow this general order. 
   SIZE & SHAPE —> AGE —> COLOR —> ORIGIN —> MATERIAL 

General Rules 

Fewer tourists stayed at Frazier’s mountain lodge by the lake. 

Driving carefully, my father, who easily gets carsick, navigated the rough, narrow roads for two hours. 

One place to get out of the sun is Smuggler’s cave, which lies at the very top of the second ridge. 
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The relative clause works as an adjective modifying a noun. 

 Relative Clause = relative pronoun + subject  + verb +optional complements and modifiers 

We want to see a movie that has a happy ending. 

The jogger whose phone fell in the pond is sitting on the bench. 

He does not know the reason why the coach benched him at halftime. 

Relative Clauses 

 

The prepositional phrase can work as an adjective modifying a noun. 

 Prepositional Phrase =  preposition + optional modifiers + noun (object of the preposition)  

Prepositional Phrases 

Everything except her shoes was wet. 

She has hair like a nest of snakes. 

 

The participial phrase works as an adjective modifying a noun. 

 Participial Phrase =  present or past participle + optional complements and modifiers  

Participial Phrases 

Making faces, the girl gazed at herself in the mirror. 

The lake, frozen in winter, was their skating rink. 

 

The infinitive phrase can work as an adjective modifying a noun. 

 Infinitive Phrase =  TO + base form of verb + optional complements and modifiers  

Infinitive Phrases 

Their plan to vacation in Haiti was cancelled due to weather. 

Mahogany is the best wood to use in a carving. 

 

Words can work as adjectives modifying a noun. 

  

Words 

There were far fewer tourists at the lodge. 

Driving was difficult on the rough, narrow roads. 

Adjective Forms 


